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PLASTICS
FOREVER?

RESEARCHING AND PRESERVING TRANSPARENT FIGURES AND OTHER HISTORICAL EXHIBITION ICONS

Dr. Wolfgang Schepers, Kunststoff-Museums-Verein e. V.

9.30 am to 9.45 am
Plastics as a research topic of conservation sciences
Prof. Dr. Friederike Waentig, University of Applied Sciences Cologne

10 am to 10.30 am Coffee break

Panel 1
HISTORICAL EXHIBITION ICONS
MADE OF PLASTIC

Moderator: Susanne RoeBiger, Deutsches Hygiene-Museum

10.30 am to 11 am
Transparent women: Local and global museum
histories
Dr. Karen Rader, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond

11 am to 11.30 am
Dresden and Cologne’s ‘Transparent figures’ within
the regime rivalry, 1949 - 1990

Dr. des. Christian Sammer, Ruprecht-Karls-Universitat Heidelberg

11.30 am to 12 noon
Utopian dimension of the notion of transparency:
design icons made of synthetic material
Dr. Julia Bulk, Wilhelm-Wagenfeld-Stiftung, Bremen

12 noon to0 12.30 pm
The modern synthetic building for the modern human
Dr. Pamela Voigt, BAKU - Bauen mit Kunstsoffen, Leipzig

12.45 pm to 2 pm Lunch

Mass - Unique objects - Documents. 5,000 tooth-
brushes at the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and
Museum

Margrit Bormann, State Museum Auschwitz-Birkenau

3.30 pm to 4 pm
Managing cellulose-based film material at
the Deutsches Filminstitut

Anke Mebold, DFF - Deutsches Filminstitut & Filmmuseum,
Frankfurt a. M.

415 pm to 4.45 pm Coffee break
5 pm to 6 pm Guided tours of the permanent and special exhibition
6.15 pm to 7.30 pm Dinner

7.30 pm
What should we do with ageing objects - research,

exhibit, discard, renew?

Panel discussion with Prof. Dr Angela Matyssek (Academy of Fine
Arts Dresden), Prof. Johannes Vogel (Natural History Museum
Berlin), Prof. Klaus Vogel (Deutsches Hygiene-Museum Dresden),
Dr. Sabine Witt (Deutsches Historisches Museum Berlin), Suzan de
Groot (Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands, Amsterdam)
Moderator: David Vuillaume, Deutscher Museumsbund e. V.

September 20, Friday

Panel 3
UNDERSTANDING AND SLOWING DOWN AGEING
PROCESSES: POSSIBILITIES AND LIMITATIONS

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Christoph Herm, Academy of Fine Arts Dresden

9 am to 9.30 am
The impact of climatic conditions on the degradation
of cellulose acetate
Benjamin Kemper, Academy of Fine Arts Dresden

9.30 am to 10 am
Ageing and conservation of 3D objects made of
cellulose nitrate: possibilities and limitations
Christina Elsdsser, Deutsches Museum Muinchen

10 am to 10.30 am
Research into the conservation of plastics
in museum collections: the use of artificial ageing

Suzan de Groot, Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands,
Amsterdam

10.30 am to 11 am
N.N.

1115 am to 12 noon Lunch snack
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Panel 4
CURRENT PLASTICS RESEARCH

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Friederike Waentig, University of Applied Sciences
Cologne

12 noon to 12.15 pm
Recommendations for managing cellulose acetate
objects
Benjamin Kemper/Maria Lérzel, Academy of Fine Arts Dresden

1215 to 12.30 pm
COMPLEX: The degradation of complex modern
polymeric objects in heritage collections:
A system dynamics approach
Dr. Katherine Curran, University College London

12.30 to 12.45 pm
A national framework for managing malignant
plastics in museum collections (the PolyMuse
project in Australia)
Dr. Petronella Nel, University of Melbourne

12.45to1pm
Facets of a collection. Research on the vivid colours
of early plastics as illustrated by an inventory from
the Technisches Museum Wien
Anne Biber, Academy of Fine Arts Dresden

1to 115 pm
Materials in motion. A research project on animation
artwork conservation
Aafke Weller, EYE Filmmuseum, Amsterdam

1.30 pm Summary / Farewell



